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number of psychologic processes, the existence of which endows this
disposition with its vitality and effectiveness. Memories are activated,
reminiscences are assimilated, various unconscious justifications are
invoked, numerous individual impressions are used, and, above all,
identifications are produced as an important motive for fantasy forma-
tions and real actions. All these elements are joined by aggressive
forces that are completely outside the "masochistic turn," while their
participation often becomes the factor that touches off the difficulties.

These additional elements are responsible for an "overflow" of
the masochistic tendencies. This overflow can take place .under
various conditions. Direct environmental influences can contribute
to it, or experiences that intensify the aggressive tendencies; these can
then turn against the individual's own ego. We have also seen the
great part played by identification and we know that this process is
particularly important in puberty. But what most contributes to the
overflow of feminine masochism and gives it its self-destructive
character is moral masochism, that is, the sense of guilt and its
effects. Here a fundamental difference between man and woman
manifests itself. When we encounter a passive-masochistic, feminine
orientation in a man, we nearly always find that it came about under
the pressure of guilt feelings and that his "moral masochism"
acquired feminine erotic character only secondarily. This is reversed
in women: in them feminine masochism is primary and moral
masochism is secondary. The latter then sails under the false flag of
eroticism and appears as such, but its destructive character gives it
away. A classic example is the case of Molly cited by Jane Addams,
in which we were allowed to see only the power of love and could
only guess the effects of a cruel sense of guilt*

In milder cases it is even more difficult to draw a sharp line.
Experienced social workers try to discover the secondary psychologic
motives that wrecked the lives of these women; but it is not always
possible to master these motives. Woman's masochistic-erotic
subjection shows extreme variations in intensity, and as long as it
produces more gratification than grief it is difficult to influence her*
We shall not deal here with the problem of mastering feminine maso-
chism complicated by other elements (especially moral masochism).
This belongs to the theory of the neuroses.

Let us now clearly formulate the questions that we still have to

answer.   We. have assumed the presence of an inhibiting process in

woman's development, and we want to discover how she can employ

the passive-masochistic psychic energies that dwell in her ego while

. at the same time avoiding dangers for her personality.